between the sixteenth and nineteenth centuries and is complementary to a small paperback on the same subject also written by Professor Rothschuh.
The first three chapters are on general aspects of physiology, the remainder covering special topics. There are notes on each chapter, an extensive bibliography, an index of proper names, and a series of pocket biographies arranged in alphabetical order. There are also twelve illustrations.
Professor Rothschuh has tried to relate the contributions of the major discoverers to their historical background and to give new meaning to the interpretation of their various physiological discoveries. A superficial reading is insufficient to determine whether he has succeeded or not. However it would well repay physiologists and others with similar interests to decide this for themselves.
(2) The second book is really a collection of Professor Rothschuh's own articles, gathered together from various leading journals, and united under the title 'The Rise of Physiology', a task which the author had long wished to undertake.
In the first contribution he asks the vital question-what is important and meaningful in the history of science? This is followed by a discussion on ideas and methods and their significance for physiology and the influence of this on the development of science. The achievements of Fernel, Harvey, Riolan, Schlegel and Descartes are then detailed in relation to these themes. The final three chapters deal with the role of the spiritus animalis, the notion of animal electricity and the origins of nineteenthcentury physiological thinking.
In addition to fifteen illustrations, there is an index of proper names and each chapter ends with notes and references. This is indeed a well-produced paperback but the print is small and closely set and this makes reading and concentration difficult. 
